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This year had been and exciting and interesting year, we
had so many different activities that gave us the
opportunity of getting to know each other very well while
having a good time doing whatever we were doing, as a
member of the overseas Chinese club committee | just can
say that everybody worked so hard and committed to
his/her work to achieve successful activities, we are happy
and willing to do it next year again, with all our effort and
compromise.
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During my second vyear of
university, | volunteered as a staff
member in the Overseas Chinese
Activity planning group. During this
period of time, | learned a lot about
responsibility and how to be a group
leader. We prepared and managed
countless events for our juniors,
freshmen of first year, in hopes that
they will carry on the tradition and also

volunteer to prepare and manage
events for future freshmen. A few
examples would include: Sports events, KTV events, dinner nights, and many more.

| believe such valuable experience will be very helpful in my future career
development and also allow me to be a better adult. We also portrayed a very positive role
model for the first year students, in hopes that they will follow our footsteps and volunteer
to participate in making and managing events for future freshmen.l believe any future
overseas chinese freshmen to seriously consider participating and volunteering to join the
group because it will not only provide you with valuable experience, but it will also create
lasting memories and friendships.
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Remembrance

| always thought of my story as a cautionary tale, for much of it resounded in the
minds of those broken-hearted souls. Perhaps to him it was of no such sort, yet this was
an account written in past that | had to live with up forever. What was he thinking back
that day? My beloved, indulge me with the fancy thoughts going inside those cranium of
his. How | wondered about the endless outcomes of every word, every syllable that
flowed through my quivering lips that very day. God help me, what exaltations, what

anguish! Guileless and gullible I was, the moment has arrived for me to confess.

Waking up hours before the time we were supposed to meet, | left for the harbor at
daybreak. April 8th, the date just before his departure was particularly cloudy and the
air was salty as ever. What else can | recall, other than my backpack was sagging me
down, and the lie | tald him that humidity accounted for my runny nose? To my surprise,
ittook no time to spot him sitting on the dock overlooking the sea, because | always
recognize that back whenever | see it.

“I heard you coming," he said without turning his head as | approached from far
behind. | sat down beside him and made myself as comfortable as | could. If the worst
was going to happen, |1 wanted to be as comfy as possible when the truth struck me right
in the face. “I made myself heard,” I replied curtly.

"Where did you come from?*

"I’ve come from where I’ve been."

"Oh."

"Finally, your last day at work."

"Finally."

Habitually his hand reached for a cigarette, and knowing that | would not have any

lighter with me, his other hand automatically showed up with one. | cupped my hands as
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the flicker of flame burned the tip and said, "You know that | don't mind the smoke,
Jethro. It's fine."

Silence. The tip began to catch fire and gradually rotted away. The wind blew
southward. The sun had begun his daily climb far in the horizon, a magnificent sight of
pastel wonder to behold, its ray breaking patches of wispy clouds. Albatrosses sang in
the distance somewhere.

“I don’t want you to breathe my second-hand smoke,” he broke the ice. | paused
for a moment, “Okay then.” | made a mental note to end the meeting briefly, the silence
was too much to bear.

“Do you plan to tell her the truth?” I started.

“Who?”

“Cecilia.”

“She knows,” he replied before adding, “Maybe.”

Something in me regretted mentioning to him out loud the name so dear, yet so
heart wrenching he did not even dare to say. | might have spared him the burden of
bringing those memories of her in his mind, of caramel pudding she loved so much, of
red kites she flew in the pasture, of so many adventures they had. He told his good
friend all of it, to be sure, leaving no detail behind. Jethro, if he was more than his looks,
could tell that this good friend was all ears outward and tears inward. Sometimes | could
not help but think that | was too selfless. This was altruism at its best, an upstage love
act at its finest, a performance worth applause! Never really sure about it, the thing in
the way he moved took me all the way and letting him stay inside, so deep and
profound.

“My friend gave me a Tarot reading,” I said.

“Was it any good?” he replied, savoring the smoke.

Knowing he despised divination and such, | answered with the most nonchalant
way I could. “Queen of Swords.”

“What does it mean?”

“I forgot,” I lied.
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“This is the last cigar I will ever smoke.” With that, he threw his pack of cigars

all his upper arm strength. “I quit.”

Tears momentarily dwelt on my eyes. The wind dried them the second they appear,
giving them no chawe to roll down my cheeks. A heavy smoker long before | knew him,
”Id tell. But with all the mixed feelings | harbored

not easy to decipher it.

Jethro was. This was a sign,

towards him that morning, it

“My allergy’s acting up again.” I occasionally wiped my nose on the sleeve of my

not wanting him to notice any hint of sorrow.

tted my head, caressing it for a moment. “Should’ve worn more clothes.”
’ve told her the truth.”

ore can I say?”

you love her.”

ou.”

ides the point.”
Zacis the point.”

ier said t

1S
done.”

stered up enough courage to co e. “You won’t know unless you try. Tell

our feelings. Tell her all those cheesy stuff you see in those movies. Be hopelessly

mantic. Settle it once and for all. Be happy, Jet, free yourself from this dreamles

dream. You know that I’'m not going to be here by your side anymore TIn less the

o)

hours I have a plane to catch and you will be ¢ as well. Now or neve

Deafening silence. It was unbelievakt "J ime flew so g

A

he spent most of his adolescent period wor he vista over|
||

reathtakingly beautiful.

“I can’ eve
.

e

4 eve §

1 ual
'S

U

)
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He turned his head for the first time we were talking and | looked at him straight
into his brown eyes. “When you’re reminded of me, look above you and know that
under this very sky, I’'m somewhere out there thinking about you.”

“Farewell, my good friend Bianca.”

“So long, my good friend Jethro.”

He hugged me. | hugged him back, not wanting to let go. With these wings you
bestowed me with, I will fly like Icarus. | would not fall, even as the scorching sun melts
the wax on my wings, | would not yield. Thank you. Thank you. With this final thought, |
released myself, got up and left him. No head turning and final good-byes. | chose to let
unspoken words better left unspoken. Au revoir, mon cher. Until we meet again. So it
ended, a tale of unconditional love for everyone to tell.

Somewhere, a kite with red string stretched into the azure sky.

Comment:

This is a lovely piece of sentimental writing on the experience of love. It lacks
Imagination to romanticize the whole event. There is no dramatic transition of plot and
no inner struggle for the plot development and the narrative itself is being burdened by
heavy sentiment without good images for the expression of love. Some English
sentences being underlined “blue” are awkwardly written. It needs improvement. Well, |
could only comment that this is a practice of English composition for prose writing but
not yet could be selected as a piece of creative writing. Besides, the title for this prose is

too “ordinary.”

- IRAF(THZIL ZHELEH
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